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AM I A CHRISTIAN? 
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“ Hacept ye be converted, ye shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven,” 
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Wu. BRADFORD, Acenr, 


Dear Reaper, 


AS you may not understand properly what conver- 
sion is, I will first endeavour, by the help and blessing 
of God, to show you the nature of it—As it may be 
your case, that you expect mercy and favour with God, 
though you continue in your natural state, I would next 
prove the necessity of Conversion. 


First, I would show you the nature of conversion, 


both what it is nof, and what it ia. 

Your profession of Christianity is not conversion, 
St, Paul says, it lies not in word but in power, 1 Cor. 
iv. 20. There were persons in Sardis and Laodicea, 
that were Christians by profession, and had a name to 
live, yet because they had but a name, they were con- 
demned by Christ. 

Your Japtiem is not conversion, Baptism is an out- 
ward visible sign of an inward spiritual grace, and not 
grace itself, Wicked Ananias and Sapphira had both 
been baptized, and yet were both suddenly struck dead 
in their sins. Simon Magus was baptized, and yet con- 
tinued in the gall of bitterness, and in the bend of iniqui- 
ty. Where Christianity is the professed religion of 
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any country, very many who ate called by the name of 
Christ, have only the name, and not the disposition of 
Christ. 

A good education is not conversion. Education may 
render you decent in your behaviour, but cannot change 
your heart. Joash appeared very devout, while his 
uncle Jehviada lived, but after his good tutor was ta- 
ken out of the way, he soon showed what spirit he was 
of, by his suddenly giving way to idolatry. 

A strict performance of all the outward duties of re- 
tigion, and a diligent attendance upion all the means of 
grace, is not conversion, Paul, even when he was un- 
converted, could say, that he lived after the strictest 
sect, and in all good conscience, and that touching the 
righteousness of the law, he was blameless. The Phari- 
sees in general were so remarkably strict in outward 
things, that it passed for a common proverb among the 
Jews, that if but two persons went to heaven, one 
would be a Pharisee: and yet our Lord, instead of 
commending them, said unto them, wo, wo, wo, unto 
you. 
A turning from former immorality and profaneness 
to sobriety and regularity, is not conversion. Lead may 
be cast into many different shapes, and yet it remains 
but a base metal still, And so men may be greatly 
changed, and be reformed from all gross outward acts 
of sin, and escape the pollutions of the world, and yet 
be unrenewed in their hearts. Herod heard John the 
Baptist gladly, and honoured him, and did many things, 
and yet rested short of conversion. 

Again, deeft convictions of sin, and sharp and sore 
fiangs of conscience, if the person go no farther, are 
not conversion. Pharaoh, Ahab, Felix, and Simon Ma- 
gus, and even Judas, were under great terrors of con- 
science. These distresses often come to nothing, and 
prove only so many foretastes of hell. 

Lastly, strong movings of the affections under the 
powerful preaching of the word, or under some fleculiar 
disfiensations of Providence, may not end in conyer- 
sion, There may be very strong desires after good 
things, and likewise great delight in them, even in the 
unconverted, as was the case with those of whom the 
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Lord said, they seek me early, and delight to know 
my ways, and take delight in approaching to God, Isa. 
Iviii. 2. And there may be great flushes of joy, as in 
the case of the hearers our Lord speaks of, who re- 
ceived the word with joy, but had no root in themselves, 
and so in time of tribulation and persecution withered 
away. 

As you would not be deceived ina matter of the 
greatest importance, examine what you ground your 
hopes of heaven and salvation upon. 

Ts it your profession of Christianity—your baptism— 
your religious education—your sobriety—your dili- 
gence in your business—your justice and honesty in 
your dealings—your performance of religious duties— 
or the trouble of mind you have sometimes had for 
your sins? I do assure you, from the word of the Lord, 
these pleas will not be accepted at God’s bar. All these, 
however good, will not prove that you are converted, 
and so will not be sufficient to your salvation. 

But if those who can say thus much of themselves, 
come short of conversion, what must be the case of the 
open, outward sinner? If you, alas! are such a one, you 
are to know, that you are far, yery far, from the king- 
dom of God. Mayamanbe civilized, and yet not be 
converted? where then shall the outwardly ungodly, and 
the gross sinner appear? Maya man keep company with 
the wise virgins, and yet be shut out? and shall not a 
companion of fools; that is, of sinners, much more be 
destroyed? May a man be true and just in all his deal- 
ings towards his fellow-creatures, and yet not be justifi- 
ed before God? what then will become of you? Oh, 
bethink yourself of turning to the Lord speedily and 
thoroughly, or else iniquity will be your ruin. Seek 
to the Saviour for his pardoning and renewing grace, 
and rest not till God has made a thorough change up- 
on you, for you must be another man, a new man in 
Christ, or else you will be a lost man for ever. 

But I am now to show you positively what 7s conver- 
sion." *. 

Tt isan-universal change in your heart, and also in 
your life. It goes throughout a man, throughout his 
mind, and his whole conduct. The oid man is put off, 
the new man is put on, and all things are become new. 
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Hirst, in conversion the understanding is enlighten: 
ed, so that he who was some time darkness is become 
light in the Lord. He is enlightened with the know- 
ledge of God. His spotless purity, his perfect hatred 
and abhorrence of sin, his infinite justice to punish it, 
his infvite knowledge and power and goodness, his all- 
sufficiency, and his other glorious perfections, as re- 
vealed in the word, are powerfully perceived in his 
mind. Now he sees what he only heard of before. 

His understanding is also enlightened into the know- 
ledge of sin. Now the sinner sees it, in some mea- 
sure, in its proper colours, as the worst of evils, ex- 
ceeding sinful, though he could see but little evil 
in it before. Oh, what deformed monsters do his 
formerly beloved lusts appear! If they were right eyes, 
he would pluck them out; or if they were right hands, 
he would consent to their being cut off. He sees the 
unreasonableness, the unrighteousness, and the abomi- 
nableness there is in sin, how odious and offensive it is 
to God, and how hurtful and destructive to his own 
soul; so that he is affrighted at it, loaths it, flees from 
it, and looks upon himself as the greatest fool for fight- 
ing so long against the Lord, and harbouring such a 
destroyer in his breast. 

His understanding is illuminated with the knowledge 
of himself. ‘he prodigal is now come to himself, 
and is made, as it were, full of eyes within; sees that 
his inward parts are very wickedness, and knows and 
feels the plague of his own heart. He sees how des- 
perately corrupt his fallen nature is, what enmity 
against the holy God, and his holy law has lodged there 
all his life ; so that he abhors himself. He that could 
see little sin before in himself, and could find no matter 
of confession before God, except some few gross evils, 
now sees the deep and universal corruption of his 
whole soul, feels that bis heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked ; and he is made to cry 
cut, “ Unelean, unclean! O Lord, wash me thorough- 
ly from my sin, and create in me a clean heart.” He 
writes unclean upon all his performances; he sees the 
blasphemy, and the theft, and murder and adultery, 
that are ip his heart, of which hefore he was ignorant, 
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Though he saw no danger before, he now concludes 
himself lost for ever, unless rencwed by the power of 
grace. ; 

Farther, his understanding is enlightened with the 
knowledge of Christ. Heretofore he saw no form, nor 
comeliness in Christ, nor any beauty in him, why he 
should desire him ; but now he discovers a superlative 
worth, and a transcendant glory and excellency in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which darkens all created excellen ; 
cies, as the rising sun makes the stars to hide their 
heads; he sees an infinite fulness in him, sufficient for 
the supply of all his wants, enough to satisfy the bound- 
Jess desires of his immortal soul, and this makes him 
determined to believe in Christ, and him alone, as his 
portion for ever. 

Now, my dear reader, examine yourself here; try 
your own heart. Is your understanding thus enlight- 
ened? Are you made acquainted with the things I have 
been speaking of? 

Secondly, in conversion the will is renewed, and 
brought into subjection to the willof God. Jt iscured 
ofits utter disinedination to do any thing good. A fix- 
ed aversion to evil, and an inclination and propensity to 
good is implanted in it. Now the man has new ends 
and designs ; now his intention is to glorify God in all 
things. He chooses Jesus as his Lord ; and his choice 
is not merely a choice made in a fright, as with a dy- 
ing sinner, that only would believe in Christ rather 
than go to hell, when he does not really hate sin, nor 
wish to be delivered from it. Again, he takes the ways 
of holiness for his path. He takes God’s testimonies, 
not as his bondage, but his heritage, his heritage for 
ever. He does not only bear, but take up with pleas 
sure Christ’s yoke. No time passes so agreeably, as 
that which he spends in the exercises of religion. 

Now put your conscience to this, my friend, as you 
go on, whether you really are thus renewed. You are 
truly a happy person if this be your case ; but see that 
you are faithtul in examining yourself. 

Thirdly, in conversion Ae exercise of the affections is 
changed. ‘Vie convert’s great desire is not after riches, 
but grace. He hungers and. thirsts after it; he had 
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rather be gracious than great; he had rather be the 
holiest man upon earth; than the Most learned, the most 
famous, and the most prosperous, Once perhaps he 
was ready to say, ¢Oh! if I was but in great esteem, if 
trolled in wealth, and swam in pleasure ; if my debts 
were paid, and I and mine provided for, then I should 
be a happy man.’ But now his language is altered : 
*Oh! says the person, if I were but a real Christian, 
though poor and despised, I should reckon myself a 
happy man.’ Reader, is this the language of your 
heart ?—The converted man rejoices in the way of 
God’s testimonies more than in all manner of riches. 
Ile delights in the law of the Lord, for which he once 
had no relish. He has no such joy now, as in the 
thoughts of Christ, and in the company of his people. 

His cares are altered. They were before chiefly 
about the world > nor would he allow the least time for 
the concerns of his soul 3 but now his cry is, «What 
must I do to be sayed ?’—His fears are different. 
Once he was afraid of nothing so much as suffering 
the loss of his earthly goods, or the esteem of the world, 
and of his friends ; nothing seemed so terrible to him 
as pain, poverty, or disgrace. But now, in his view, 
these are not to be compared with the dishonour of 
God or his displeasure. He walks circumspectly and 
cautiously, lest he should be overtaken with sin. It 
fills his heart with grief to think of losing God’s favour ie 
this he dreads as his only undoing. No thoughtin the 
world pains him so much, as to think of parting with 
Christ. 

Reader, is your will determinately fixed for God in 
Christ ; and are your affections agreeableto that choice? 

The change wrought upon a man in conyersion has 
an effect upon all his powers. These that were before 
the instruments of sin, are now become the instruments 
of righteousness, He who before abused his body, now 
possesseth the vessel in Sanctification and honour, in 
temperance) chastity, and sobriety, and dedicateth it to 

rd alone. 

eras Se has an effect upon a man’s whole life and 
hractice: He takes a new course. His conyersation is 


in heaven. When once God has given him anew heart, . 


and written his lay upon his mind, immediately he 
walks in his statutes, and keeps his judgement. 
Though sin‘may dwell in him, yet it has no more the 
dominion over him, He has his fruit unto holiness, he 
has an unfeigned Tespect to all God’s commandments, 
and makes conscience of what some may think little 
sins and little duties. And now, my dear Reader, ex- 
amine well your own heart and life, and ask your own 
conscience, whether, while I have been representing 
the nature of conversion, I have been describing your 
case, and your experience, or not ? a 

As T have not the least hopes of seeing your face in 
heaven, unless you are converted here on earth (see 
Matt. xvii. 3.) and as there is very great danger of your 
resting satisfied in your natural State, and expecting 
mercy and fayour with God, without being altogether 
changed and renewed by his grace and spirit, I pro- 
ceed, secondly, to prove the absolute necessity of con- 
version. 

Without this, your existence is a blank ; for you can- 
not answer the end of your being. Did not God make 
you, body and soul, entirely for his service? But With- 
out conversion-you live to no purpose, yea, rather to a 
very bad purpose ; all your powers and faculties are so 
entirely corrupted by the fall, that except you are pu- 
rified from dead works, you cannot serve the living 
God. An unsanctified person cannot possibly work 
the work of God; for he has no skill in it, and No in- 
clination at all to it, Without conversion you live te 
a very bad purpose: the unrenewed soul is a cage of 
unclean birds,’ ¢a sepulchre? full of corruption. All 
your members and powers are instruments of unrigh- 
teousness, and the servants of Satan. You are ahi 
ouring God, and fighting against him continually. Ob ! 
awful abuse of God’s workmanship. re t 

Without conversion, secondly, your religious Genin ; 
and performances, will be, all of them, utterly in esa 
for they can neither please God nor save eh ert 
Which are the “ends of religion. Thirdly, your a a 
are all in vain; your hopes of comfort here, a, 
may as well expect ease, when all your bones pre oe 
of joint, as true happiness while you are in your sins. 
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And your hopes of salvation hereafter are vain. Per- 
haps you are ready to say, ‘I hopein Christ; I put my 
whole trust in God, and therefore I doubt not but I 
shall be saved.’ But to hope to get to heaven without 
being born again, is to hope that Christ will prove 
a false teacher, John iii. 3. Davyid’s plea was, I hope 
in thy word; but your hope is against the word. You 
cannot show me any word of Christ to give you hopes 
of heaven, while you go on still in your wickedness. 
God rejects such hope with abhorrence. Isaiah xlvili- 

1, 2. 

: You will ask, ‘Would you have me then despai 
Yes; you ought absolutely to reject all hopes of get- 
ting to heaven in an unconverted state. You must de- 
Spair of ever being happy, without being-holy. But 
you must by no means despair of finding mercy, if you 
repent and turn to God; neither must you despair of 
obtaining repentance and conversion, if you use the 
means which God hath appointed in order to your ob- 
taining them. Fourthly, without conversion all that 
Christ hath done and-suffered will be (to you) entire- 
ly in vain ; John xiii. 8. Titus ii. 14. that is, it will 
not avail to your salvation. Without the application 
of the Spirit in regeneration, you can have no interest 
in the benefits of Christ’s redemption. 

To suppose you might, would overturn all’ his de- 
signs, of which this is the order, that men should be 
brought through sanctification to salvation : and Christ 
will save none in a way contrary to his Father’s will: 
and this is the will of God, even our sanctification, 
1 Thes. iy. 3. 

It would ofifiose all his attributes. First, his justice, 
for the righteousness of God’s judgement consists in 
rendering to all according to their work. But if men 
were to Sow to the flesh, and yet reap everlasting life ; 
where would be the glory of God’s justice, since it 
svould be given to the wicked according to the work of 
the righteous ?—Secondly, His koliness; If God should 
Aot only save sinners, but save them in their sins, his ho- 
liness would be defaced. It would be offering extreme 
violence to the infinite purity of his nature to have 
such to dwell with him, If David would not endure 
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such in his house nor in his sight, (Psalm ci, 3—7.) 
can you think that God will endure such in his pre- 
sence ?—Thirdly, His #rweh: for God hath declared 
from. heaven, that if-any shall say, ‘ I shall have peace 
though J walk in the imagination of my heart, the Lord 
will not spare him, but his anger and his jealousy shall 
smoke against that man, and all the curses that are 
written in this book shall lie upon him, and the Lord” 
shall blot out his name from under heayen.’ God fur- 
ther declares that he who shall ¢ ascend into his hill, 
must be of clean hands and a pure heart.’ How could 
God be true then, if, notwithstanding all this, he should 
take men to heaven without conversion ?—YTourthly, 
His wisdom: for this would be to throw away the 
greatest of his mercies upon those that would not 
value them, The unsanctified sinner puts very little 
price upon God’s great Salvation. And it would not 
be at all consistent with God’s infinite wisdom to force 
spiritual blessings upon those, that would not’ be ex- 
ceedingly thankful for them. It would also be a re- 
flection upon his wisdom, as sinners are not prepared 
to receive his mercy. The wisdom of God is seen in 
suiting things to each other, the means to the end, 
and the quality of the gift to the capacity of the re- 
ceiver. Now if Christ should take an unconverted 
person to heaven, he could not possibly, in the very 
nature of things, be in the least degree happy there. 
If the entertainments of the heavenly world consisted 
in those things in which sinners delight here ; if its 
enjoyments were earthly riches, pleasures and hon- 
ours; if its employments were the amusements of this 
present life ; then they might have some sort of delight 
there, thongh still no real solid happiness; but these 
things have no place in heayen. ‘The felicity of that 
state consistsin the contemplation of God’s perfections; 
and the displays of them in the works of creation, of 
providence, and especially of redemption. Ifence it 
is described by “seeing the Lorc 3? as a state of 
knowledge, of complacency in God, and in perpetu~ 
ally serving and praising him, Hence adoration 1S 
Senerally mentioned as the employment of the host of 
heaven, These are the entertainments of the future 
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World, and those, who cannot find supreme happiness in 
these, cannot find it in heaven. But these things could 
afford no true satisfaction to an unholy person: a holy 
God would be an object of horror, rather than delight 
to him; and his service a weariness, as it isnow, If 
mow your conyersation is on earth, and not in heayen— 
If xow you are living in the enjoyment of the plea- 
sures of sense—If now you are serving foolish and 
hurtful Justs, instead of presenting your body, soul 
and spirit, a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God—If now you are seeking happiness in the vanities 
of ‘time—If now you disrelish and ayoid the company 
of God’s people—If now earthly, sensual tempers 
Teign in you, instead of the pure, peaceable, holy, heav- 
enly dispositions of the true Christian ; you may be 
assured there is no entrance for you_into the blissful 
Presence of God; you are under an absolute incapaci- 
ty of drawing near to him, you can have no idea of 
the happiness of real Christians, you can be no more 
Sensible of it, than the blind to the beauties of sight, 
or the deaf to the pleasures of harmony.—Fifthly, the 
admission of unconverted sinners into heaven would 
be contrary to God’s omniscience, omnipotence, im- 
mutability: it is the determination of heaven, that 
none but “ the pure in heart shall see God.” Matt. v. 
8. Now if Christ were to take the unconverted to 
heaven, he must do it without God’s knowledge—where 
would then be his omniscience? or against his will— 
where would then be his omnipotence? or else he must 
change his will, and then where would be his immuta- 
bility © how vain and foolish, how unreasonable and 
absurd, how wicked and blasphemous, then, is your 
hope of going to heaven without being regenerated 
and converted here on earth? 

Further, For Christ to save you in your sins, would 
be against his Word, He, who is truth itself, hath 
declared, Except ye be converted, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. xviii. 3. and again, 
“ Except ye repent, ye shall perish.” Luke xiii. 3. 
One would think that a single word from Christ should 
be enough, but how often and how earnestly does he 
repeat it} “+ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except ay 


“tan be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
| of God. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.” John iii. 3.5. 7. And will you yet 

hold fast your vain hope, and your presumptuous con- 
fidence, directly against Christ’s own words? 

« But he must not only §0 quite against the law of his 
di «kingdom, to save you in this state, but against his Oath. 

He hath sworn that those that continue ignorant and 

; { unbelieving, impenitent and disobedient, shall not en- 
ter into his rest. Psalm lix.11. 18. The Covenant of 
grace is confirmed by an Oath, and sealed by blocd. 
~ Heb. vi. 17. Matt. xxvi. 28.; but all must be made 

void, if you be saved, living and dying unsanctified. 

God will certainly show his hatred of sin, at the same 

< time that he shows his mercy to the penitent sinner. 

Therefore, he that rightly nameth the name of Christ, 

departs from iniquity, and denies all ungodliness; and 
he that hopes for life through Christ, purifies himself, 
even as he is pure: otherwise Christ would be thought 
afavourer of sin. But he will make all men know 
that though he pardons sin, he will not cherish it. 
But it would be also against all the offices which 
Christ sustains inthe economy of salvation: God hath 
exalted him to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentauce and remission of sins; and he would act 
4 against both, if he were to save men in their sins. It 
is the office of a Prince or a King, to be a terror to 
evil doers, anda praise to them that do well. He isa 
Minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil. Now if Christ was to favour the 
ungodly, continuing so, and take those to reign with 
him, that would not that he should reign over them, 
this would be quite against his office. What King 
Would take rebels in a state of open hostility, into his 
court? And as Christ would not bea Prince, so neither 
would he be a Saviour, if he was to do this; for his 
Salvation is divine: he is called « Jesus, because he 
Saves his people from their sins: so that if he were 
to save them in their sins, he would neither bea King 
Nor a Saviour. 
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Oh! then, what meanest thou, © sleeper? arise, 
eal upon God, that thou perish not. Awake, O secure 
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sinner; lest you be consumed in your iniquities. | Say 
as the lepers, “if we sit here, we die.” Verily, it is 
not more certain, that you are now out of hell, than 
that you will very soon be init, except you repent and 
be converted. You must either turn, or burn. Hoy 
wilful will your destruction be, if you should yet har- 
den yourself in your sinful state! If you are 2, 
man, and not a senseless creature, stand still and, 
consider whither you are going. If you have the rea- » 
son and understanding of a human being; dare not run — 
into the flames of hell with your eyes opens but be- § 
think yourself, and seek to the Lord for repentance. 
What ! a man, and yet go wilfully into the pit, when 
beasts’‘must be forced in danger? W hat! endowed with 
reason, and yet trifle with death, and hell, and the 
vengeance of the Almighty ? Wall you not hasten to €s- 
eape from everlasting torments? Let reason prevail 
with you. Is it a reasonable thing to contend with 
the infinitely. great God, to harden yourself against his 
word? Is it reasonable for the potsherds of the earth 
to strive with their Maker? Reader, will you sit still, 
till the tide of God’s wrath come upon you, and drown 
you in the ocean of everlasting misery 2—Isit good for 
you to try whether God will be as good as his word, and 
harden your heart, in vain conceit that all will be well 
with you, while you remain unsanctified ?—O distract- 
ed sinners! What will they do in the day of visitation ? 
and to whom will they flee for help? Isaiah x. 3. How 
powerfully hath sin bewitched them! How effectually 
hath the God of this world blinded them | How strong 
is the delusion! How obdurate their hearts! Some- 
times I think the mercies of God will melt them, and 
his winning invitations will overcome them; but I leave 
them as they were: sometimes that the terrors of the 
Lord will prevail on them; yet neither will those do 
the work. © Lord God, send help from above. For 
thy mercy’s sake; and for thy dear Son’s sake, haye- 
compassion on the souls of those that read these lines, 
and save them from everlasting burnings ¢ 


